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CATCH Class of 2006 -- Third graders (front) Maurice Blake, 
Julimar Avila Jevryl Benjamin, and (back) Kiara Powell and 
Kendall Raye  completed their tenure at CATCH at the close of 
the 2005-2006 school year.  All have been enrolled in CATCH 
since kindergarten; Kendall and Kiara have been with Roxbury 
Weston Programs since preschool.  Many thanks to Ed & Teresa 
Powell and Miriam and Robert Raye for their years of support. 

 
2006 Founders’ Breakfast – Weston High School students Gaylin 
Bloom, Jazmyn Malcolm, Christopher Ray, John Cobb, Amy 
Coburn and Dylan Brackett shared memories of their days at 
Roxbury Weston Preschool.                  Photo © 2006 by Gene Ritvo 

CATCH EARNS NAEYC ACCREDITATION  
The Roxbury Weston Programs Children Achieving 
Through Community Hope (CATCH) K-3 after school 
enrichment program in Roxbury has earned accreditation 
from the National Association for 
the Education of Young Children – 
the nation’s leading organization of 
early childhood professionals, and 
has received ten commendations 
for outstanding practices. NAEYC 
created its accreditation program in 
1985 to set professional standards 
for early childhood education and 
to help families identify high-
quality child care and early 
education programs.  To earn 
NAEYC accreditation, a program 
conducts a self-study to determine 
how well it meets the standards.  
After necessary improvements are 
made, the program is observed by 
independent, professional 
validators, and then reviewed by a national panel.  
Programs are accredited by NAEYC for a five-year 
period. CATCH, founded by Roxbury Weston alumna 
Monique Marshall Veale, joins Roxbury Weston 
Programs Preschool as one of the fewer than 10% of early 
education programs nationwide to earn NAEYC 
accreditation. Congratulations to CATCH site coordinator 
Leslie Jordan and group leader Karen Peterkin on a job 
well done! 
 

CATCH END OF YEAR CELEBRATION 
The CATCH pod in Roxbury held its end of the 

year celebration on Tuesday, June 20th, during which the 
children shared their reflections of CATCH in a 
presentation entitled, “What CATCH Means to Me.”  
Following the children’s’ presentations, parents shared 
their own personal reflections about CATCH, with 
particular emphasis on their appreciation for the hard 
work and dedication of Leslie and Karen to provide 
quality educational experiences for their children.  Two 
CATCH parents, Tyra Jackson and Denise Simmons, 
received special recognition for serving as substitute 
teachers at CATCH, enabling Leslie and Karen to 
continue their participation in the Wheelock Scholars 
program.  Tyra is a former Roxbury Weston Preschool 
teacher; Denise is a current Preschool teacher. 

 
ELEANOR REED SEARLE SCHOLARSHIPS 

The Eleanor Reed Searle Scholarships have been 
established through the generosity of Campbell Searle in 
memory of his wife Eleanor.  The $10,000 gift will 
provide scholarships to the Preschool and CATCH 
programs. 
 

2006 FOUNDERS’ BREAKFAST 
Roxbury Weston Programs hosted a Founders’ 

Breakfast in the parlor at First Parish Church in Weston 
on Thursday, January 19, 2006 to say thank you to 
supporters of the program, now in its 41st year.  Following 
opening remarks by Executive Director Winnie Hagan, 
Gene Ritvo, current treasurer and one of the programs’ 
founders, shared the exciting news of a $100,000 
endowment secured through the efforts of another 
founder, Ken Fish, and the generosity of benefactor Jane 
Dustan. 

The endowment was established in Dustan’s 
memory to provide scholarship assistance to children 
attending the Roxbury Weston Programs Preschool. 

As founders Ken and Imogene Fish, Gene and 
Phyllis Ritvo, Barbara Coburn, and Nancy Baer shared 
their memories of the programs’ early years and their 
hopes for its continued success, Winnie Hagan presented 

an overview of Roxbury 
Weston’s strategic plan, 
which involves forming 
partnerships that will allow 
the programs to bring their 
educational programs to a 
larger number of children.  

A highlight of the 
Founders’ Breakfast was the 
arrival of six Weston High 
School freshmen, all of 
whom attended the 
Preschool 10 years ago. The 
students, Gaylin Bloom, 
Dylan Brackett, John Cobb, 
Amy Coburn, Jazmyn 
Malcolm, and Christopher 
Ray, talked about the time 

they spent in the preschool and spoke of the friendships 
made there that have endured through the years. 

For many families, the Roxbury Weston 
connection spans generations, and therein lies one of the 
programs’ greatest strengths, a solid core of committed 
families and supporters with shared values and goals who 
have remained connected.  These multigenerational ties 
were strongly in evidence at the Founders’ Breakfast. 
Amy Coburn is the granddaughter of founder Barbara 
Coburn.  Monique Marshall-Veale, board member and 
founder of the Roxbury Weston Programs CATCH after 
school program in Roxbury, is a Roxbury Weston alumna. 
Marshall-Veale’s children are also Roxbury Weston 
alumni. Mark and Wendy Craigwell, whose children 
attended Roxbury Weston Programs, have remained 
deeply connected through the years, currently hosting 
CATCH, which is housed at the Church of Christ in 
Roxbury, where Mark is the minister. 

The Founders’ Breakfast provided a warm and 
sincere thank you for past support and a look ahead to a 
bright future. 

 
SOIREE 2006 – “THE DREAM LIVES!” 

Roxbury Weston Programs held its spring soiree, 
“The Dream Lives!” in the College Hall Grand Foyer at 
Regis College on Saturday, April 29, 2006.   The event 
brought together new and longtime friends and supporters 
of Roxbury Weston Programs to celebrate the diversity 
and excellence that have been the core of Roxbury 
Weston’s mission since its beginning and to raise funds to 
support the programs’ continued efforts to bring high 


